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Celebrating Mr Jim Martin at 101 

Who is Jim Martin? 
Jim Martin has three star medals, which were 

campaign medals. They are not as prestigious as 

gongs for bravery, but engineers were seldom in 

the midst of a battle. They are sent in afterwards 

to pick up the pieces and repair them. The 

campaign medals that he earned were for 

preparing Britain's defences for the Battle of 

Britain, the Egypt and North Africa Campaign and 

the last medal was for the invasion of Italy and 

Greece. 

Jim became an Engineer because of an aptitude 

test saying he was more suited to a technical 

education at the London Polytechnic College, and 

went on to study for a degree in mechanical 

engineering at London University. He then 

worked at the Arsenal for the rearmament of 

Britain. When war broke out, he wanted to do his 

bit for his country. He enlisted to become the 

second engineer of the Engineering Division 

attached to 51st Highland Division. His formal 

 

It is a celebration of someone that is cherished and greatly admired. 

 

This significance of this day is beyond just your birthday.                  

uniform was as a Cameron Highlander because the Martins are subclan of the Cameron Clan.  

When his superior officer was killed by a bomb in the battle for Tunis, he was promoted to be the 

Major in charge of the Engineering unit. Then his main task was to waterproof tanks and jeeps for 

the invasion of Sicily. During the invasion of Italy, Jim constructed the temporary bridges.  

    Written by 

   Mr Bill Reynard, Chairman of the Summerfield Park Entertainment Committee 
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You’ve been loved for 101 YEARS  

That is 

1 212 MONTHS, 5 252 WEEKS, 36 865 DAYS,  

884 760 HOURS, 53 085 600 MINUTES,  

And counting... 
 

Mr Martin celebrated his 101st birthday on May 

26th surrounded by family and friends at 

Summerfield Park. A lone piper from the Jeppe 

Boys High School Pipe Band played for Mr Martin 

in honour of the momentous occasion. Mr Martin, 

looking dapper in his regimental cap and medals, 

stood to attention and saluted for a moving 

rendition of  

The Flower of  

Scotland.  

The kitchen staff baked an enormous cake for Mr Martin, 

and sang for him. Much to the delight of onlookers,         

Mr Martin joined in the dancing.  

 


